China

Aims:  To identify and remove stereotypical ideas about China

To make connections between the physical and human geography of China


To justify views about population control in China

Practical Outcomes:  Students refine their views of China

Students develop their group/pair/individual work skills




  Students develop their thinking skills




  Students have the opportunity to make a decision 

  and improve their skills of justification




 Students produce work that can be used for display 

Key Words:  Human/Physical Geography



Population



Sparse/Dense



Choropleth map



Life Expectancy

Note:  This could potentially be a difficult subject to tackle with primary school children due to the content – birth control etc – and therefore resources need to be checked for appropriateness.

Lesson Content:  All resources are available on powerpoint slides to be used through a projector/printed off and used as visual aids.  Not all activities need to be used.  There is a lot of content in this lesson and it could therefore be spread over 2 lessons.

Starter:  Students guess what country is to be discussed this lesson by being shown a series of visual clues.

The extract from the Tintin book “The Blue Lotus” is shown and the stereotypes of Chinese people discussed.  Why do students think that people had these views (the book was written in 1934).  Do they think these views still exist today?  What do they agree/disagree with?

Students work in groups writing down their thoughts about China along a scale (I strongly agree – I think this is true – I don’t think this is true) or on post-it notes and stuck around an A3 outline map of China.  This can be supported by atlas work/students can differentiate between physical and human geography and colour code their post-its.

Thinking skills/discussion points – where is the densest/sparsest population and why?

Class discussion about current population in China.  Look at a population density map.  What information is it showing?  Why would the Chinese government be interested in this map?  When compared to the physical map of China what patterns can be identified?

Card sorting activity in groups/pairs.  (Re-write to make more appropriate for Primary school) Higher ability students could be asked to come up with their own ideas for problems of a large population.  Students could rank statements.  Activity supported with images of Government advertising.

Individual work – students write/prepare a speech explaining their view about government population policies.  Writing frame available.

Plenary – students vote (using white boards/piece of paper with Y/N/show of hands) on whether it is right for the government to control population growth.  Q and A to students to justify answers.

